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solicitations of Lord Alfred Douglas and go to
live with him.

Mr. Sherard has told in his book how he
brought about the first reconciliation between
Oscar and his wife; and how immediately after-
wards he received a letter from Lord Alfred
Douglas threatening to shoot him like a dog,
if, by any words of his, Wilde's friendship was
lost to him, Douglas.

Unluckily Mrs. Wilde's family were against
her going back to her husband; they begged
her not to go; talked to her of her duty to her
children and herself, and the poor woman hesi-
tated. Finally her advisers decided for her, and
Mrs. Wilde wrote this decision to Oscar's solic-
itors shortly before his release: Oscar's proba-
tion was to last at least a year. I do not know
enough about Mrs. Wilde and her relations with
her family and with her husband even to discuss
her inaction: I dare not criticise her: but she did
not go to her husband when if she had gone
boldly she might have saved him. She knew
Lord Alfred Douglas' influence over him; knew
that it had already brought him to grief. Gide
says, and Oscar himself told me afterwards, that
he had come out of prison determined not to
go back to Alfred Douglas and the old life.
It seems a pity that his wife did not act prompt-
ly; she allowed herself to believe that a time